Newsletter number 3 (july 2017)

Dear members, supporters, volunteers and donors,
We can barely believe that RANA has only existed for one year when we look at all the
things we have already been able to achieve together: Ranging from helping dozens of
refugees start a new life in Belgium, over emergency aid to young refugees stranded at
Brussels’ North Station to two big events in December 2016 and June 2017.
There are two words to describe our feelings: bravo and thank you! It’s only thanks to your
volunteering, your generous donations and your helping hands that RANA has been able to
give hope to many refugees.
The holidays are coming and before you leave, we would like to share two invitations with
you:
 Next Tuesday (18 July) from 19:30 on, we would like to invite you to RANA’s thankyou drink in the new sustainable urban canteen “Refresh” (discover their Facebook
page here).
 And on Thursday 14 September, our annual General Assembly will take place. We
will, inter alia, look at RANA’s achievements and discuss future projects and the
budget. Details about the programme and the place will follow in due time.
We look forward to seeing you there!
And on the following pages, you will find the other latest news of RANA. Enjoy the read and
see you soon!
The RANA team
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1)

Success of RANA’s event in Molenbeek

An event to destroy prejudices: That was the objective of our event of 15 June that gathered
more than 200 people. 7 artists from 4 different countries and a delicious oriental buffet made
this evening a real success. Not only the media showed great interest (watch an interview in
French here) but also the Commune of Molenbeek that decided to support RANA’s event by
providing the venue for free. Have a look at the photos and videos of the event here.
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2)

New video : Join the RANA family

The most important part of any project are the people behind it. That’s why we decided to
present the RANA “family” and invite people to support us as volunteers or donors. Discover
the video here that we have produce with the help of Smart Video. It has been screened at the
“RANA à Molenbeek” event and more than 3 500 people have already seen it on Facebook.
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3)

Small moments that also count: outings & fun

Shared moments of joy often create strong bonds. RANA has therefore decided to organise a
couple of outings and potlucks for refugees and volunteers. Dunya, one of our most active
volunteers whose portrait you can read below, coordinates the roundtables “outings & fun”. A
visit to Ghent and different museums as well as several potlucks have already taken place.
Stay up to date on RANA’s Facebook page
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Our buddies do a great job!
In parallel with the activities described above, our “buddies” have continued to do a great job.
It’s not at all an easy task to accompany refugees over several months to help them start a new
life in Belgium) and our volunteers have really impressed everyone with their commitment.
The refugees are of course the first to notice how valuable it is to have someone to speak to
and count on. This is also why several of them joined our team to help organise the event in
Molenbeek on 15 June.
Everyone can see that real friendships were born thanks to the challenges overcome together.
The signal is very strong: Let’s continue this important work! And that’s also what many
participants told us during and after the event. The RANA team would like to thank all
refugees that made the event a success, be it as musicians or as new volunteers. Here are a
few pictures – taken by our volunteer and photographer Fanny – to illustrate the team spirit:
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5)

Portrait of a volunteer : Dunya

Dunya Bahar is an American expatriate living and working in Brussels with an international
organization. She received her Bachelor’s degree in International Relations and a Juris
Doctorate (Law Degree), with a specialty in international law. Dunya previously worked in a
Refugee and Asylum rights clinic, serving clients seeking asylum in New York City courts.
Her work brought her to Belgium as a legal intern for an international organization, through
which she found a job in Brussels.
The daughter of refugees, Dunya feels passionate about helping refugees receive their asylum
rights as well as providing support throughout the many struggles refugees face as they
assimilate into a new culture and society. For Dunya, growing up between multiple cultures
and now living as an expatriate, she feels she can understand the struggles of identity and
belonging many refugees feel. With these experiences she had the idea for the Recontres and
Amusantes group for RANA, through which she hopes to create an environment where
newcomers and locals can meet and create a stronger sense of community through the
exchange of culture, cuisine, music, and dialogue.
Dunya has lived in many cities throughout her life, but Brussels is the first city that she truly
feels at home in. She loves the multicultural identity of the city, as well as the relatively small
size and the very friendly Belgian people. Being a RANA volunteer, has helped Dunya meet
many interesting and like-minded people in Belgium and also feel more integrated in the local
community. She is proud to be part of the RANA family, and excited to be part of an initiative
that further strengthens Brussels’ dynamic culture.
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