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GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Saturday 13th January 2018, 12:00
Elzenhof, Ixelles


But first of all...
May you receive our very

BEST WISHES - MEILLEURS VOEUX - BESTE WENSEN
For the new year to come !
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RANA'S GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Saturday, 13th January, 12:00
Elzenhof, Ixelles - Avenue de la Couronne 12
Blyckaerts (Bus 38,95,71), Germoir (Tram 81), ca. Flagey.

For members and founders:
In order to conﬁrm your presence, please send an email to the following address:
contact@rana-be.org. If you cannot attend, please ﬁnd the proxy form right here and send
it via email to the above email address.
For friends and volunteers:
You are of course invited and more than welcome to join us on this occasion!
Agenda:
Strike a balance of our activities in 2017 and set the course for the new year! We will also
ask you to approve the accounts for 2017 and decide how to use our resources in 2018.
We hope that most of you will be able to share this moment with us in a friendly and
ambitious mood for the future! Everything we do, we owe it to you and gathering our RANA
Family is one of the most important thing we can do to keep on moving on. See you there,
and feel free to contact us anytime if you have any questions.

2017: FIVE THINGS WE CAN BE PROUD OF
Did all these things really happen in only one year? 2017 was full of activities, events and
also big changes at RANA. Let us try to sum up the most remarkable moments – and draw
encouragement from them for the new year. Here are ﬁve things we can all be proud of:
Emergency aid at the North Station: 2017 began as 2016 had ended. Dozens of
migrants were stranded in and around the Brussels’ North Station. And RANA was
there again to help. We distributed hundreds of meals, hot beverages and warm
clothes. And really made a difference for many people.
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Launch of the “buddy project”: During the winter, we realized that more and more
Past Issues
organizations started to provide help at the North Station. We concluded that our
best possible contribution would therefore be to focus on forms of help that almost
nobody else provided. That’s how the idea of our “buddy project” was born. Its
essence: Offer individual help to start a new life in Belgium, based on friendship and
trust. Over the year this project has grown to become our main activity and RANA is
now well-known for it, as this brilliant article by Bruzz in Dutch and French shows.
RANA’s big events: Since the beginning we have organized events to present a
different view on refugees and promote our work. In 2017, we were very lucky to be
able to cooperate with the municipalities of Molenbeek and Ixelles. And both events
were really successful: In total more than 300 people came to listen to live music,
discover a unique photo exhibition and enjoy delicious oriental food. You can watch
Romain’s interview with the local TV to feel the summer vibe again or have a look at
great pictures of our RANA Winter Concert (with special thanks to David Morrison).
Sharpening our focus: You will have understood that RANA has evolved a lot over
the past year. At our general assembly in September we therefore agreed to make
some changes in order to even better fulﬁl our mission. What’s new? We focus
exclusively on three pillars: the “buddy project” (coordinated by Rim, Sara and
Zakaria), cultural activities (steered by Dunya) and our big RANA events (managed
by Aws). Moreover, Cyril joined us to coordinate our external communication, while
Achraf now welcomes new volunteers. And of course our incredible Fred and the
board (Sara, Romain & Jens) are still there to manage and develop RANA’s work.
A huge variety of cultural activities: Dealing with paperwork, ﬁnding an apartment or
trying to understand a new country is often very challenging. Having fun together
and building friendships therefore also is an essential part of RANA’s activities and it
really makes us a “family” that joins forces to overcome difﬁculties. Over the whole
year Dunya and her team have organized a huge variety of activities, ranging from
city trips over potlucks to participating in various events. Have a look at the last
gathering before Christmas.
So did we really achieve all this in only 12 months? Yes, we did – thanks to the help of
more than 80 incredible volunteers. And new people have joined recently. We can thus be
optimistic for 2018. Together we can make sure that refugees are really not alone. At our
next General Assembly of 13 January 2018, we will discuss how to use our resources to
do even more this year. Join us! And let us conclude by thanking all of you – it’s an honour
to carry this project with people like you.
Happy new year!
wishes the RANA board (Sara, Romain & Jens)
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Don't forget! You can help RANA anytime with a simple donation! >> Paypal <<

VOLUNTEERING WITH RANA
PORTRAIT OF A COORDINATOR

Hey Rim! You are one of our
new coordinators for the Buddy Project!
What do you do exactly in Brussels?
I arrived in Brussels a year and a half ago from Mauritania to pursue my studies. I am
actually doing a Bachelor degree in International Affairs with one speciﬁc goal in mind:
working for Human Rights in NGOs, IGOs or other organisations.

What made you join RANA?

I joined RANA in February 2017. I wanted to volunteer in Brussels and since I am Syrian, I
couldn’t think of anything that matters to me more than helping refugees settle in and
integrate the society. After understanding that this was RANA’s goals, I had to join them!

What is your role, as a coordinator?

As a coordinator, my role is to supervise volunteers of the Buddy Program, answer their
questions the best I can and give them tips or simply support. Also, it is to make sure that
each refugee gets the help they need and assign newcomers to a buddy.
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How did RANA evolve in the past few months and what are your expectations for the
Past Issues
future of the association?

I’ve been with RANA for almost a year and I’ve seen it evolve in ways I would’ve never
imagined at the beginning. Within a year, I saw many new volunteers joining the
association and doing such a great and successful work with Refugees. RANA is still
getting bigger with time and earning a lot of attention from the medias and other citizens.

For more information, feel free to contact us: contact@rana-be.org
For press and PR: comm@rana-be.org
And of course, do not forget to visit our Facebook Page !
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